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Why don’t you use the LERC to improve your foreign language skills?
How was your first semester of foreign language study? We're sure that there was something that you could
have done to improve your language during your studies. In language learning, it is important to build on
what you have learned in the previous semester. Let’s try to review what you have learned in the first

semester, and do preparation for the second semester. LERC is here to support your studies!
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Q1. Could you tell us a little bit about yourself?

- I've been in Japan for 9 years. Before I came here, 1
taught film & journalism at a college in the UK. I'm a
keen cook, and I used to write about food for a UK

magazine. I try to keep fit, so you might see me training
at KSU gym or swimming in the pool.

Q2. You were a teacher in the UK. How do you find
teaching in Japan compared to teaching in the UK?
- One big difference is how students express themselves
in class. In the UK, my students were far more open in
sharing their opinions. Here in Japan, the culture is
different, and students are often worried they might say
the wrong thing. My advice: don't be afraid to make
mistakes - that's how we learn!

Q3. Could you share your tips for writing a great
essay?

- Start out by writing a purpose statement. What
information do you want to share with your audience,
and why? Each body paragraph of your essay should
address one point of development - don't lose focus.
After you've finished vyour first draft, edit, then
proofread, check your references, and finally apply
formatting so your essay looks as good as it reads.

Q4. How do you stay motivated when you're feeling
a bit depressed?

- Personally, I'm a great believer in exercise. If I'm
feeling a bit low, I head to the gym. Exercise reduces
levels of stress hormones such as adrenaline and
cortisol, whilst also boosting endorphins (mood elevating
chemicals in the brain). Getting a good night’s sleep can
be tough when you're feeling down. Another benefit to
exercise is that when you're exhausted from a good
workout, you’ll fall straight asleep.
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Q1. What made you decide to learn Japanese?

- I like Japanese animation and comics, like
Doraemon and Dragon Ball. Japanese popular culture
motivated me to start learning Japanese in university.

Q2. What brought you to Japan?

- When I learned Japanese, I realized that I needed
chances to use the language skill. Otherwise, I would
forget it. Therefore, I decided to go to Japan and stay
for 2-3 years. But now, I have been here for 16 years.

Q3. As you said you know 4 languages, what do
you think about learning a foreign language? Do
you have any special ways to learn?

- At first, it is difficult to learn a foreign language.
However, if you find your own technique and practice
more, you could learn it well. Also, I think making
friends or a partner can help with learning. When you
learn a language, please try to use it. Don't be afraid
to talk. Sometimes you can use simple words and
body language to express yourselves.

Q4. Could you please give a message to KSU
students who are learning English or other
foreign languages?

- The future starts with what you do today. Make the
best of your university days. Work hard, play hard.
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If it rains, the game will () cancelled.
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| am not feeling well and will not be attending.
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