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This program aims to improve speaking skills through online conversation.
Enjoy one-on-one conversation for 25 minutes every day in your free time. You
can choose any topic that you’d like to discuss with any tutor who you’d like to
talk with. It suits the students who want to talk more, think about working
overseas, or have interests in cultures from abroad. You can’t apply any more,
but you CAN join next time.
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LERC Teacher

Alexey Kukharuk Jc4E

“Please introduce yourself.”

| am a full-time English lecturer at KSU. | teach various
levels. | also do research. My main research focus is
professional development of teachers and instructional
design. | don't have a lot of free time recently, but when |
do, | play video games.

"Do you think students open their minds in classes?”

I am not sure. | am teaching basic English classes, and
most of the lessons are about basic daily activities. If
students find anything that opens their minds in my

classes, it is more accidental rather than on purpose.

"What is the best environment for you to research and
study?”

Time is the most precious resource we have, considering
we are all mortal. The best environment for me is the one
that allows me to have time for research, study, teaching,
family and myself. | am a big proponent of the 8-8-8
concept from former socialist countries: 8 hours of work,
8 hours of sleep, 8 hours of leisure.

"How do you overcome temptation of playing video
games when you need to work?”

| don't often have such a feeling. If | feel | want to do
something other than work, it means | have worked
enough and it is time to take a break.

| also tend to schedule my day hour by hour, so | know
when it is time to work and when it is time to rest, and |
never schedule too much in one day.

LERC Quiz
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(1) There was too ( ) pepper in the soup.
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(2) Nancy has been a friend of ( ) for over ten years.
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(3) Many ( ) my mother’s stamps are very valuable.

Interview

Michael McAuliffe Zc4

“Please introduce yourself.”

o
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I am from England. | have one older brother. | like reading. |
don’t have a good fashion sense. | don’t like taking elevators.

My favorite color is blue. My favorite Japanese sweet is
warabi-mochi. | love cricket.

”Could you tell us what your hometown is like?”

My hometown is called Reading (pronounced /'redin/ not
/'rizdin/). Reading is about 40 miles west of London. It is a
very busy and noisy town. A lot of famous people come
from Reading or have lived in Reading, and the town has an
interesting history. Reading was the site of the largest
biscuit factory in the world, and the first brand of biscuits
was created in Reading. (Biscuits are very important to
people in the UK!) The nicest part of Reading is the River
Thames, which runs through the town. | wouldn’t
recommend anyone to visit Reading (there are many nicer
places to visit in England), but if you live there, you will
probably get to like it.

“What is your favorite place or town in Fukuoka?”

My wife and | live in Chidori, which is a wonderful town. It
is on the main JR train line, so it is convenient, and it is on
the coast, so we can take walks by the sea. Chidori also has
a lovely park with a small lake. | can’t say that Chidori is my
favorite place in Fukuoka because | don’t know many other
places, but it is a really nice place to live.

“How to avoid procrastination?”

My father used to tell me, ‘Don’t do something today if you
can put it off until tomorrow.” It’s a joke, but | think it’s also
very true. It’s human nature to put off doing a difficult task
until the last minute. For example, most student work
submitted to the homework site is submitted on the day of
the deadline. When | have to do work that | don’t want to
do, | tell myself that | am lucky to have the chance to do it,
and | think about all the terrible jobs that | don’t have to do.
Difficult work becomes easier when you appreciate that you
are fortunate to be able to do it.
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